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SECRETARY-TREASURER’S CORNER
There has been little activity to report this quarter. We have two new members:
NEW MEMBERS
The Biology topic is immensely popular. It is likely that someone in your local club is a collector of something
related to zoology or botany. Sign them up. The Biology Unit welcomes the following new members:
1874
1875

Kate White, Country Club Hills, Illinois
Jeroen Vancutsem, Belgium

not listed
butterflies & moths (7)

NEWS OF NOTE
BIOPHILATELY WINS GOLD MEDAL
Your editor entered Biophilately in the philatelic literature exhibition at the annual American Philatelic Society
Stamp Show held in Grand Rapids, Michigan, 20–23 August 2015. The journal received a Gold Medal in the
Journals and Periodicals division. This is the first time in its 64-year history that the journal has received a Gold.
There currently are only two philatelic exhibitions in the United States that host formal competitions for philatelic
literature: APS Stamp Show and Chicagopex.
In past competitions, the publication has typically received criticism for having too
many pages of checklists and too few pages of news and articles. We have been
trying to add more of the latter while still maintaining the new issues listings that
most of our members want and rely on.
You as a member and reader can help us greatly to maintain this level of quality by
submitting an article about any subject that relates to philately or biology. Tell us
about an interesting item in your collection, how you acquired some special item, or
what motivated you to collect your topic. Do not worry about formatting, spelling,
or grammar. It is the job of the editor to handle all of that. Just give us your ideas.
We also entered the index to the first 62 years of the journal, The Mother of All
Indexes, in this competition. It received a Silver Medal. The jury provided some valuable feedback on ways to
improve it, so look for an updated version in another year, or so.
BIOLOGY UNIT DIRECTOR WINS JENNY JACKPOT
[Ed. Note: Fred Skvara, one of our Unit directors, received one of the 100 copies of the valuable upright $2 Jenny
Invert sheet. This is from an article he wrote for his local club’s newsletter, The Westfield Philatelist, for which he
is the editor and publisher.]
I am the editor and publisher of two American Topical Association study unit journals—
Scalpel & Tongs and Americana Philatelic News. Scalpel & Tongs is the journal of the
Medical Subjects Unit and is published quarterly on 8½×11-inch 24 lb. paper and mailed
in a 9×12 envelope (weighing 2.8 ounces).
Our unit has 50 overseas members and the First Class Mail International postage is over
$4.00 per mailing. As I have been using 400 of the Inverted Jenny stamps a year to mail
our journal to our members overseas, I have so far purchased close to 200 panes.
None of those panes were the “Upright Jenny” variety. Instead, in a last minute decision, I added three of those
panes to an order for a number of recent postal issues in early August from the USPS’s Stamp Fulfillment Services
in Kansas City. On August 18, I received the order. As I opened the first Jenny package, I could see the top of some
printing on the filler card and knew immediately that I had received an “Upright Jenny” pane. When I called the
number on the enclosed card to register the pane, I was told that it was the 20th pane registered with the USPS.

